This New Year’s Blog is the third in a
seasonal series on VIA Water’s experiences
in the development sector

Levelling the playing field
for local entrepreneurs
What does it take to become a successful entrepreneur in Africa? When it comes to innovation
for development, success stems from empowering local communities, companies and
organisations to work together on solutions. But it’s a bumpy road for local entrepreneurs. It’s
often difficult to get the right permits in place, create good relationships with relevant
stakeholders (especially government agencies) and to convince the local community of your
new solution.
Even more so, getting funding to turn
bright ideas into reality is far from easy,
especially when having to compete
against larger – often non-local organizations for funding support. The
playing field is skewed towards these
organizations that have lots of
experience and specific proposalwriting departments to make their
innovations stand out. They know that
funds like to see things such as a
theory of change or business model,
that they like to know how a team is
composed, and who will be in charge
of operations on the ground.
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